“Phir, phit! What am ™ asked Dad.
“I don't know,” said Charlie.
“A fantail!™ said Dad. He hammered the last tent peg
into the ground “Cornk-oomk! How about that one?™
Charlie looked at the big brown buolls grazing on
the other gide of the fence. He wished he was ar Pipi Bay
Camping Groond, pitching the tent begide their friends like
they always did. Instead they were here on Mr Rose’s farm_
“0Omnch!™ said Mum, squeezing between some flax and
the tent. “A mozzie just bit me ™
“There aren't any maozzies at Pipi Bay," said Charlie_

Early mext morning, Dad went to the river to get some
water. Charlie wriggled like a worm in his sleeping bag
nntil he was right beside Mum.

“1 wizh we could go to Pipi Bay," he whispered.

“It iz a bit quiet here, ian't it*™ Mum whispered back.
“But Dad lowes it Begides, there won't be any tent sites left
at the camping ground now. We alwaye book in Augost.”

Suddenly, Dad poked hiz head into the tent. He looked
like he'd seen a ghost.

“Did you hear tha®™ he asked.
“Hear what?® replied Mum.
“There it goes again!®

“That's right," said Dad “Just radios playing and
the sound of cars coming and going. And worst of all -
mohile phones ringing non-stop. Tring-iring! Beep-buzz!
This year we're having some peace and quier™

From inside the car, the twins started crying.

“It"s past their bed time,” said Mum.

Dad gave the tent peg an exira hard bang. “There"
he gaid. “Mow we can all snmggle into our sleeping bags
and listen wo the moreporks.™

Charlie didnt want w listen to moreporks. He wanted
to be at Fipi Bay playing torch tag in the dark with

“It's 2 mobile phone,” 2aid Charlie.
“li's not ours,” said Mom_ “[t's not switched on.®

Now Charlie could hear lots of ring tones - and a motorbike.
He hopped out of the tent.

“Morning!™ called Mr Boge. “I see the townies have arrived.”
“What do you mean® asked Mo,
“The til from town. They've found the flax flowers."
“The tii*™ said Dad. “Are the vl making those ringing noises?™
“Yes! Jokers, aren't they," langhed Mr Rose. “They learn

to copy the sounds from the mobiles they hear ringing in

the streets. You'll have a lot of fun listening to them.®



“How long do they stay?™ asked Diad.

“0h, all surnmer,” gaid Mr Roge. “They feed and ring

from dawn till dosk ™
Muom disappeared into the tent.

Mr Rose revved his bike. “Well, I'd berter get thiose

cattle shifted® he said. “Happy camping!™

Charlie waited for Dad to say something, but he was

gtaring at the til on the flax.
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“They have one campaite left* said Mum, coming
back out of the tent.

“Huh?" asked Dad.

“At Fipi Bay®

Dad looked at her. He looked back at the ringing
birds “Tell them we'll take it."

“It's not the quietest gpot.” said Mum. “It's right
next to the swimming pool. And the shop. There
might be phones ringing.™

More ol flew into the flax boshes.

“They won't be ringing at five in the morning™
gaid Dad.

Charlie smiled. T get the tent bag™ he said
quietly, “and pack up the sleeping bags ™

Tai Talk

Tii are very good at copying sounds, but no one is quite sure
wiy they do it. It might be to pretend they are more than one

bird. This would help frighten other birds away from their
foed. Or it might be to show that they are extra clever and
would make a good mate.

Long ago, Maori kept toi and trained them to speak.
Some even taught them to give welcome speeches to visitors.
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Reading: Ring Ring
WALT:
This means we will....

Knowledge
arrange, describe, identify, label, list, memorize, name, order, relate, recall

e Why didn't Dad want to go to Pipi Bay?

e Where did they go instead?

Comprehension
classify, discuss, explain, generalize, give example(s), indicate, infer, locate, predict, rewrite, summarize

e Why did the kids want to go to their normal campsite?

Application
apply, change, choose, demonstrate, illustrate, modify, operate, practice, produce, show, sketch, solve,

e What would have happened if they’d stayed camping on the farm?

Analysis
analyze, breakdown, calculate, compare, contrast, diagram, examine, experiment, interpret, model, point out

e What is different about Mr Roses farm compared to Pipi Bay?

Synthesis
arrange, assemble, categorize, construct, create, design, formulate, generate, plan, reconstruct, revise, rewrite

e Design the ideal holiday house for Dad. Think about what he wanted for his holiday.




